Seventh District Garden Clubs of NYS, Inc.
Minutes of Members’ Council Meeting
Victor Parks and Recreation Center April 1, 2026

The meeting was called to order by District Director, Carolyn Peck at 10:03 am on Wednesday, April 1, 2026.-The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was led by Sargeant-at Arms, Joyce Lyle, who also reminded members to silence their cell phones.
New co-president, Cindy Hicks, Geneseo Garden Club in attendance. -There were no guests at this meeting. The hospitality of Sue Krobusek, Katie Amato, Marlene Moran and Joanne Ristuccia was recognized by Carolyn Peck.
Awards person still needed.
Meeting places for your club:  some clubs meet in private homes, libraries, fire halls.  Some clubs have to pay if meeting at a church.  Perry GC meet at the Masonic Temple.  Geneseo GC meet at their government building.  Conesus GC meet at a park building.
Blue Star Markers:  Anne Johnston announced that clubs with a Blue Star Marker will get $100 to purchase red, white and blue flowers.  (USA 250-year anniversary).  Please take pictures of your plantings.  Dorothy Grant would like pictures sent to her and plans to create a poster of these pictures.
EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORTS
Recording Secretary: Mary Ann Hetzer, absent.  Carolyn asked if there were any corrections to the March 4, 2026 minutes.  No corrections to these minutes.
Treasurer:  Pat Bartholomew reported the following treasurer’s report:
Balance Forward		$10,058.51
Deposits			$     554.48
Debits				$  1,975.70
Balance Forward		$  8,637.29

Savings Account		$  7,003.96
Special Funds Checking	$  4,285.00
District CD			$12,834.09
Special Funds CD		$11,666.19


Pat read the proposed budget.  At next month’s meeting, we will be voting on the proposed budget.  All dues collected go towards expenses.
1st Assistant Director:  Sue Toomey, absent, submitted her report as follows:
Just a reminder to all clubs to get your reservations in for the May Annual luncheon/Mtg RSVPs are due April 20 to Sharon Greaves.
Reminder to all raffle basket clubs that need to supply 3-4 members to sell tickets and have a box or bag to collect tickets into.
Update on the September 2nd, Meet and Greet is still in the planning stages, however, it will not include a lunch as we are going to host that gathering/workshop at the Victor Parks and Recreation location.  September 2, 10 am – 12 pm is the date.  We are planning to have light munchies during the session.
If anyone knows of someone that might be interested in being our guest speaker for the Fall – November 4 Semi-annual meeting, please contact Sue Toomey.
2nd Assistant Director:  Maryann Wagner reviewed details for the May and September meetings.  She is creating the 2026-2027 District calendar.  She reviewed the information for the June Board meeting at Homestead for Hope.
3rd Assistant Director:  Tanya Komorowski – No Report
Corresponding Secretary:  Debbie Toogood requested to forward to her any email address updates and any change to club’s presidents.
Assistant Treasurer:  Sharon Greaves, absent.
Advisor:  Carol Stahl - no report.
COMMITTEE BOARD REPORTS
Hospitality:  Katie Amato asking for volunteers for refreshments for the June meeting.  Greenbrier GC responded and volunteered.
Yearbooks:  Marjorie Bouwens reported that judging will be in August again this year.  She would like yearbooks to her by the end of July.  You can mail them, bring them to a meeting or arrange to meet her and deliver them.  Anyone interested in judging, let her know so that she will be sure to contact you with date/time, location information.  Please consider having someone from your club to judge if you submit a yearbook.  State winners from 7th District:
Class One:  under 20 members – 3rd place:  Hubbard Springs Garden Club of Chili
Class Two:  20 – 29 members – 2nd place:  Sonnenberg Garden Club.
Yearbooks:  Kathy Armstrong reported on youth contests.  Youth contests were promoted to 7th District clubs at Member Council Meetings throughout the year and in The Herald.  Clubs have been encouraged to contact schools, recreation departments, libraries, youth organizations and friends and family to share environmental and horticultural information and to create relationships with youth that would encourage their participation in the various contests.
The three contests that were offered for youth participation in the past year were Youth Poetry, Youth Sculpture and Smokey Bear Poster contest.  There were no 2025 submissions to the 7th District for any of these contests.
Both NYS and NGC offer college scholarship opportunities.  Beginning this year, the Books for Scholar chair will provide all applicants for this award with information on these scholarships.
Life Members:  Joyce Lyle clarified it’s $100 to become a NYS Life Member.  (Some of this fee is set aside for NYS scholarships.
Flower Show:  Anne Johnston reported the schedule was sent out.  As of April 1, started accepting registration for Design and all other classes.  Joyce Lyle is the Patron Chair for the Flower Show.  $2,000 is budgeted for the flower show.  This pays for the facility for 2 days (set up day and show day).  Patron page will be sent out.  Poster board will be set up at the entrance of the show.
Liza Borton and Joyce Dostman demonstrated a flower show entry.
Plant Sale:  Greenbrier Garden Club is sponsoring a plant sale on Saturday, May 9, 9 am – Noon at the Fairport Museum, 18 Perrin St., Fairport.
Carolyn adjourned the meeting at 11:12 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Debbie Toogood, Corresponding Secretary
April 8, 2026

